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NEW DISCOVERY OF A CH’I CHIA CULTURE CEMETERY ~ 
(SUMMARY) 


Shiah Nae (Hsia Nai) 


For the first time, a Ch/i Chia Culture cemetefy was discovered and carefully 
excavated in 1945. This new find threw much light on the burial customs ad the 
racial type of the Ch/i Chia people, and also incidentally afforded stratigraphical 
evidence for fixing the re'ative chronology between it and the Kansu Yangshao 
Culture. 

The site is called Yang Wa Wan ([§7¢##), rear the village Wei Chia Tsui 
(MRL), Which is on a gently sloping plateau tear the hill-‘op in the Pan-shan 
hills, Ningting Hsien (# 58%), Kausu (Fig. 1, and Pi. I, A). Only two graves were 


excavated (Pl. I. B,), although further graves almost certainly exist to the east of 


. the area excavated by us. 


The skeleton in the tomb No. 1 was buried in a pit, measuring 70X200 cm., 
with the depth about 120 cm. The-body was found lying naturally on its back, head 
10° east of north (fig. 2, and Pl. II. A.) A Small bone ;eg was found on the right 
side of the skull (no. 6, see Fig. 3 and Pl. 1V. B.), probably having something io 
do with hairdressing or serving a8 an ear-plug. Near the neck, there was a jragment 
of a thin handle of some small pot (no, 7, sec Pl. IV. B). Five pots were lying beside 
the feet-to the right being one single-handled jug and one amphora, and t» the 
left, two single-handled juga pie one pot of ccarse ware with cord-impressions 
(Pls. I1I-V). 

Tomb No. 2 is separated from No, 1 by 80 cm., lying parallel to it, The dimen- 


a 


sion of pit, the posture of the body and the or‘entation of the head are reurly 
the same as those of the tomb No, 1 (Fig. 4, and P!. Il. B). On each side of the 
feet, there was a set of pots consisting of one small amplora of fine ware and one 
urn of cOarse ware covered with cord-impressions (Pls. 1V and V). A bone aw! was 
found lying between the left arm and the ribs (Fig. 3 and Pl. IV. B). 

By a comparison with the pottery found by prof. Andersson at the iy;e-station 
Ch/i Chia Ping, there is no donbt that all these nine pots from this cemetery belong 
to the Ch/i Chia Culture, | 
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Togetter with the funerary furnitures, we also found in the tomb No. 2 two. 


potsherds of the typic 1 Yangsh.o paint«d ware (Fig. 5, ard Pl. IV. B). One of 
them (ro. 6) was fourd 120 «m. below the surfae of the ground, only 10 cm. 
above the pelvis of the skeleton. The other (no. 7) was found 140 cm. below tte 


surface, lyirg near and on a level with the skull. Since both of these sherds came 


from the undoubtedly undisturbe| lower part of the tomb-pit, it is evident that 
when the Ch/i Chia people buried their dead, these painted sherds had been aleady 
used, broken, and discarded, There must have been some interval bety een th’s Ch/i 
Chia bu ial and the time cf the manufacture of the painted pottery as represented 
by these sherds, although we do rot know he length of the icterval. 

Prof. Andersson st.J] holds his old hypo.he: is thai the Ch/i Chia Culture is 
earlier than the Kausu Yangshao Calture after over trenty yea s of r search work 
(see h's recent work, lesearches into the Prehistory of .the Chinese, 1913, Stockh lm, 
pp. 281-282, 295). But the stratigraphical evidences from oink excavations give a 
practically conclusive proof hat the Yangshao stage shoud be placed prior to the 
Ch/i Chia, a fact already suspected by some scholars. 

P. 8. The whole text of this article has been translated into English, and atlenies 
by the Editor of the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute for publication. 
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